
   
 

CLIMATE RESILIENT AND SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE PROJECT (CRESAP) 
  

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL REQUIREMENTS 
FACT SHEET FOR FARMERS 

 

CRESAP is aimed at increasing agricultural productivity and the adoption of climate smart agricultural (CSA) 
approaches among farmers in Belize. This fact sheet provides an overview of the environmental and social 

requirements of the Project. 
 

WATER USE 
▪ The CRESAP will not finance the drilling of a new well, but the use of an existing well (drilled or hand-dug) is 

allowed.   
▪ CRESAP farmers who will be using water from a natural source (groundwater, river, creek, pond, etc.) in their 

CSA investments are required to obtain a water abstraction license from the Hydrology Unit. 
▪ CRESAP farmers are free from paying the yearly fee ($500.00) to obtain their water abstraction licenses for the 

duration of the Project but are required to submit renewal applications to the Hydrology Unit annually.  

▪ CRESAP farmers with existing wells, whether hand-dug or drilled, are required to register their wells, and the 
Hydrology Unit will conduct inspection site visits to all wells.  

▪ CRESAP farmers who will be using water from lined water harvesting catchment ponds in their CSA 
investments WILL NOT be required to obtain water abstraction licenses from the Hydrology Unit, however, the 

farmers’ proposed investments will be shared with the Mining Unit to determine if the farmers will need to 
obtain a mining permit for the earthworks. 

▪ The CRESAP Matching Grant Program is assisting farmers with applying to the Hydrology Unit and Mining Unit 
to obtain their water abstraction license and mining permit. 

 

PESTICIDE USE 

▪ CRESAP farmers who will be using synthetic pesticides in their CSA investments are required to: 
o use the pesticides on the Pesticides Control Board (PCB) approved list for the CRESAP eligible 

subsectors. 
o visit the PCB for guidance and permission for off-label use of pesticides on crops for which the 

pesticides are not specified on the product label or officially approved in Belize, and 
o visit the District Agriculture Office in their area for technical advice and information on Integrated Pest 

Management (IPM) for their actual or forecasted pest problem. 
▪ CRESAP farmers who will be using the Restricted Use Pesticide (RUP), Glyphosate, in their CSA investments are 

required to:  
o be in possession of, or in the process of obtaining, a Certified Pesticide Applicator (CPA) permit from 

the PCB, or their farm workers applying glyphosate are required to be supervised by a CPA, and 

o follow the instructions for authorized uses of glyphosate as specified on the product label.  
 

BUILDING OF FARM STRUCTURES 
▪ CRESAP farmers who will be building farm structures including animal pens, shelters, sheds, greenhouses, 

pumphouses, and storehouses in their CSA investments are required to apply for and obtain a Permit to build 

from the Central Building Authority (CBA). 
▪ CRESAP farmers are free from paying the Application and Permit fees. 

▪ Applications must be submitted along with drawings of the structures to be built, and for structures under 
1,200 square feet, the applications need only to be accompanied by simplified drawings signed by a 
technician. For structures over 1,200 square feet, the drawings must be submitted along with a signed letter 
from a professional architect or engineer. 



   
 

▪ CRESAP farmers who included previous construction in their CSA investments are still required to provide 
documentation about their structures to the CBA and obtain a letter of compliance.   

▪ The CRESAP Matching Grant Program is assisting farmers with applying to the CBA for their building permit or 
letter of compliance. 

 

SOLAR POWER SYSTEMS 
▪ CRESAP farmers who will be using solar power systems in their CSA investments are required to register their 

systems with the Public Utilities Commission (PUC). 
▪ The CRESAP Matching Grant Program is assisting farmers with registering their solar power systems with the 

PUC. 
 

LABOUR AND WORKING CONDITIONS 
▪ CRESAP farmers who will be hiring workers to carry out activities in their CSA investments are required to: 

o ensure that the workers are paid BZ$5.00 per hour at a minimum, and 
o ensure that children under the age of 14 years are not hired. 

▪ CRESAP farmers can use their children to help with activities in their CSA investments if the work: 
o is not harmful to their children’s health,  

o is not beyond their children’s physical capabilities, and 
o does not keep their children from attending school or pursuing an education. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT SCREENING 
▪ CRESAP farmers’ proposed CSA investments that have potential Moderate Environmental and Social Risks will 

be shared with the Department of the Environment (DOE) for its review. 
▪ Proposed CSA investments that are shared with the DOE must be accompanied by documentation 

demonstrating legal land tenure or lawful authority to occupy and carry out activities on the land in question, 
including proof of ownership or confirmation that the farmers are formally engaged in the process of securing 
a legal lease from the Government of Belize. 

▪ Proposed CSA investments that will be shared with the DOE include those that: 
o are within 100 to 200 meters of national forests, protected areas, wilderness areas, sensitive areas, 

wetlands, biodiversity, critical habitats, or sites of historical or cultural importance,  

o involve commercial poultry rearing of more than 400 birds, 
o involve commercial pig rearing of more than 10 sow breeding herd, 
o involve commercial cattle rearing of more than 50 heads, 
o involve commercial sheep rearing of more than 50 heads, 

o will be utilizing water from a natural source of more than 2000 gallons per day, and 
o involve planting and cultivation of agriculture plots of more than 200 acres (e.g., citrus, banana, 

sugarcane, vegetables). 


