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Over 4,000 residents in the northern rural community of 
Sarteneja, Corozal benefitting from clean potable water  

 

Belmopan, November 13, 2014: Imagine over 4,000 residents in northern rural community of Sarteneja, 

Corozal are enjoying the supply of reliable, clean potable water due to the newly Sarteneja Reverse 

Osmosis Rehabilitated Rudimentary Water System funded by the Government of Belize at a cost of 

$789,077.00 through a loan from the Caribbean Development Bank.  

 

This means that residents of Sarteneja will now benefit from a reliable water supply and have easy 

access to potable water supply that will significantly improve and enhance their quality of life in 

meeting their daily needs such as drinking, washing, bathing and cooking.  

     

 
20,000 gallons elevated storage tank, control room and Water Board office 

   
         

Equally important, the compleiton of the water project also means the potential reduction in the 

vulnerability and incidences of residents and the community to water-borne diseases. Thus, making 

critical achievements in improving the quality of health of the people of Sarteneja, surrounding 

communities in the northern region of the country and by extension, the people of Belize.  

 

 

 Basic Needs Trust Fund 

Reverse Osmosis Plant  Backup diesel generator 



The Sarteneja water project was implemented by the Belize Social Investment Fund (BSIF) in collaboration with 

the Ministry of Rural Development, Labour, Local Government, National Emergency Managemt & Immigration 

and Nationality as part of its mandate to work in line with the Government’s poverty alleviation strategy in 

addressing the basic needs of Belizeans, and in particular in the areas of health, water and sanitation.  

 

Furthermore, the completion of the water system will also contribute to foster and enhance the development and 

growth of the fishing, agriculture and tourism industries for residents in Sarteneja, and by extension the district of 

Corozal and the wider society. Prior to the rehabilitation of the water system, residents experienced challenges to 

access potable water and had to obtain water from wells that often dried up in the dry season and from a 

dysfunctional Reverse Osmosis Plant. 

 

The project entailed the refurbishing of both the 20,000 gallon elevated storage tank and the 10,000 gallon ground 

storage tank, replacement of the dilapidated reverse osmosis plant, refurbishing of the Control room and Water 

Board office, installation of backup diesel generator, fencing of compound, provision of materials to include new 

water meter connections, and installation of approximately 27,000 ft. of pipes to a new developing area of the 

village. 

 

BSIF steadfast in its commitment of building partnership also collaborated with the community who provided in-

kind contribution (totaling $54,832.00) that included the excavation of trenches for extension areas, and 

backfilling. Water meters were installed and members of the Sarteneja Water Board were trained on managing the 

system by monitoring and controlling the operations and maintenance of the system. 

   
 

 

Speakers at the Inauguration of Sarteneja Reverse Osmosis Rehabilitated Rudimentary Water System 

will include representation from Ministry of Rural Development, Social Investment Fund, Chairman of 

Sarteneja Village Council, Mr. Paulino Lucio Guererro, and Chairman of the Water Board, Mr. Apolino 

Ramirez.  

 

The media is invited to attend and provide coverage of the Official Inauguration of Sarteneja Reverse 

Osmosis Rehabilitated Rudimentary Water System at 10:00 at the project site on Saturday November 

15, 2014.  

 
About Sarteneja:  
Sarteneja is a large fishing village located to the south east of Corozal District and is bounded on the east by Bacalar Chico – closest point to the Belize 
Barrier Reef. The village is built on the site of a large Mayan settlement, and signs of the past Mayan culture can be found everywhere. Settlers were 
attracted to the area by the beauty of the land and the fertile farming soil. With the advent of the Caste War, people felt it was safer to live on Belizean 
soils, and more families came to northern Belize from the Yucatan region. One of the earliest families discovered a Maya well whilst clearing land, and the 
well itself being named Tzaten-a-Ha, as it held clean, pure water, with the area itself later becoming known by the same name. Over time, as Mestizo 

influences grew stronger, the name evolved into “Sarteneja,” for ease of pronunciation.  End.   
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